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MEDIA: 

Abstract Art

FOCUS:

This lesson involves students in applying knowledge and skills associated with learning to study, interpret, and evaluate abstract art.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Students apply knowledge gained from prior art learning to discuss abstract art.

2. Students show, through open dialogue, their ability to respond to, interpret, and evaluate abstract art that communicates ideas/emotions while relating to various master works.
3. Students use art vocabulary to describe and assess art.
4. Students determine criteria for evaluating art.

5. Students confront and discuss various aesthetic issues related to displaying art.
ASSESSMENT:  

As a class, students develop their own criteria for evaluating their art based on the goals and objectives of the activity.
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES:

abstract art reproductions and/or students’ abstract artwork

locations to display art
descriptors chosen by students of each display site
web sites appropriate for addressing the styles of various abstract artists and the history of Abstract Expressionist art.

20th Century Art and Art History: A Century of Modern Art from The Metropolitan Museum

VOCABULARY:  

abstract

abstract art

PROCEDURE:

1. Students use knowledge of art elements and principles, knowledge of abstract art, and knowledge of art vocabulary to conduct this activity.

2. They prepare for this activity by learning about abstract art through various activities and resources. These include viewing and discussing videos like 20th Century Art and Art History: A Century of Modern Art from The Metropolitan Museum. Other resources include Lee Ames book The Dot, Line, & Shape Connection and various abstract master works. 
3. Students analyze reproductions using Gene Mittler’s 4 Step Art-Criticism Approach (see below).

4. Then, they create an abstract painting based on the style of a master work while expressing emotion through the use of art elements and revealing something of self through the painting. Paintings are then critiqued in open dialogue using student established criteria.
5. First, students introduce their painting by telling which master artist influenced them and why.  

6. The class discusses the work applying the 4-Step Art-Criticism Approach. 
7. Finally, students determine a contextually appropriate location to display the painting.  They must defend their choices and reasons for their choices.  Places should be determined prior to the critique and it is effective to have students participate in determining descriptors for each place (e.g., local bank, a place that can easily forget children during their busy days, local library, a quiet, calm place for learning).

8. Relationships are continually being made and identified during these activities. Students relate their paintings to self; they relate the composition and emotion being conveyed through the painting to the context of the best place for its display.

9. Parent Component: Weeks later, during regular classroom student-led conferences or other means, students describe their paintings to parents using correct art vocabulary. I did this and it greatly impressed parents. Many learned much about art from their son or daughter.

Gene Mittler’s Critical Analysis Approach to Analyzing Art

Description

Identifying when, where, by whom the work was done.

Identifying symbols, objects, subject matter.

Analysis

Identifying the elements of art used in the work.

Identifying how the elements are organized through the principles of design.

Interpretation

Determining the message communicated or purpose of the work based on the aspects described and the elements/principles analyzed.

Judgment

Determining the effectiveness of the work regarding the artists intent related to their artistic choices.

Mittler, Gene A. Art in Focus 1989, Glenco Macmillan/McGraw-Hill

TITLE OF LESSON:       4-Step Critique      


LEVEL:   Advanced


STANDARD: 


5  Reflecting Upon and Assessing the Characteristics and Merits of Art	


BENCHMARK(S): 


1   The student establishes and evaluates criteria for interpreting art.


2   The student implements criteria for assessing art.


3   The student analyzes aesthetic issues.


























